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ChaiIm8l: Michael powell
Federal C)mmunicanoIl.$ Commis6ion
445 12th l_~ S.W.
WashinJll '" DC 20554

Rc: WC: locket No. 03-133

Dear Cbl ixman powell:

r am con ;mted that the FCC is considering issuing 8 ruling that would forco higber
prices or phone ~ervice, utilized by working families and economically disadvantaged
minority household! tbrou2bout my constituency, Council District 10 in Washington
Heights.

In partie llar, I understand that the FCC may impose in-statt access charges and other
fees 011 I e:ttain prepaid calling card ScxvlCCS. It is important for you to know that my
coostitu II1.t5 rely upon rClil3onably~pri~ooprepaid calliJJg cards for a number of
commw ieation, needs. The PCC should 001: levy new charges on these services; such
actl.on" auld caustl ~direct harm by rnising the: cost ofmaking a phone call.

District 10 in Washington Heights i! nearly 85% Latino and contains a laT~ immigrant
and lav. ·income community. We have worked hard to promote cconomic development
in my d strict in the last several years, but many of these individuals still do not have a
IItrQl1& (redit hi5tory or bank accounts. let alone the cash to tnake the befty deposjt needed
to subll! ribc to local telephonc seMce. As a result, prepaid calling cards .arc the only
option b.ey have for talkine to their family. employers, and other people we often take for
granted as being only a phone call away.

Low~iJ: ;omc and minority households would be particularly hard hit by these incrca5es.
More t: 180 half ofhousebolch catTling less than $20,000 pet year-have used calling cards,
as have 70'A ofAftjcan~Americanand over 4()O/t ofLatmo households,



Quite siD' ply. driving up the eost ofpre-paid calling oards would have an immediate
impact UI on Washington HeighUl and my constituents. I strongly urge you to refrain
from imp )sing new access charges and fees 011 tnese important services.

Sincerel)' ,

~~~l--~
Miguel1\. artinez
Coullcill1ember. 10th Disttiet

ec: C Immissioner Michael Coppe
C rmmissioner Kathleen Abernathy
C Immissioner Kevin Martin
C .mmi9si0I1eT Jonathatl Adelstein
SI nator Charles Schumer
St nator Hillary Rodharn Clinton


